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Purpose

The Student Government Association was created to provide an official student representative body to
receive questions and suggestions, promote the rights of each student of the University, provide the official
voice through which student opinion may be expressed, participate in the overall policy and decision-
making process of the University community, foster awareness of the students’ role in the academic
community, assist in enhancing the quality and scope of education, provide means for responsible and

effective participation in all facets of campus life, and provide identified services to students.
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Responsibilities

Legislative Branch:

Faithfully execute all authorities, duties, and responsibilities as outlined by the Student Government
Association Constitution, Article 111, Section 3.2.

Executive Branch:

The executive and administrative duties of the Student Government Association are vested in the Executive
Branch officers. These are detailed in the constitution, Article 1V, Sections 4.4 — 4.6.

Judicial Branch:

Student Court — Original jurisdiction to hear and rule on cases involving the constitution, its Bylaws and
the constitutionality of statutory enactments when so requested in writing by a University of Texas-Pan
American student(s); appeals from plaintiffs regarding an election decision of the Office of Student
Development; all original cases from plaintiffs on complaints against the Student Government Association
and/or its officers; original cases referred from the Office of Student Development regarding candidates;
alleged violations of election procedures as promulgated by the Office of Student Development; and
determine the validity of signatures on petitions. These are detailed in the constitution, Article V, Sections
5.03.

Student Supreme Court: To act as the final level of appeal for decisions made by the Student Court.

Composition and Membership Terms

All full-time and part-time students enrolled in and attending The University of Texas-Pan American are
members of the Student Government Association.

The student representative structure of the Student Government Association consists of three branches:
Legislative, Executive, and Judicial.

Legislative:

= Each college shall be represented by 1 undergraduate senator for each 800 undergraduates
enrolled in that college, to be elected by the students enrolled in that college.

= Each college shall be represented by 1 graduate senator for each 800 students enrolled in
graduate school in that college, to be elected by students enrolled in graduate school in that
college.

= 6 students shall serve as Senators-at-large, to be elected by the student body.

= 1 student senator shall be elected by the University Program Board Executive Council.

= 1 student senator shall be elected by the Greek Council

= 1 student senator shall be elected by the Resident Housing Association Executive Council



Undergraduate senators must be registered for at least 6 semester credit hours at the time of filing and while
holding office. Undergraduate senators must have and maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0 throughout their
terms of office and must not be on disciplinary probation.

Graduate senators must be registered for at least 3 semester hours at the time of filing and while holding
office.

Executive:

Members of the Executive Branch are the President, Vice President, Executive Aids, and Freshman Year
Interns. The President and Vice President are elected annually by the UTPA Student body. Other positions
are appointed by the President and Vice President.

The President and Vice President must be students enrolled at UTPA for no less than 1 long semester or 2
summer sessions at the time of filing. They must have a minimum GPA of 2.5 at the time of filing and
maintain a minimum GPA of 2.25 while holding office. Candidates for President and Vice President must
have completed at least 30 semester hours at the time of filing.

Judicial:

Members of the Judicial Branch are the Chief Justice, Student Associate Justice, and Faculty Associate
Justice. The Chief Justice and Student Associate Justices appointed by the President and approved by a
majority of the Senate. The Faculty Associate Justices are appointed by the Faculty Senate.

The Chief Justice must have a minimum GPA of 2.5 at the time of filing and maintain a minimum GPA of

2.25 while holding office and must not be on disciplinary probation. Associate Justices must have and
maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0 throughout their terms of office and must not be on disciplinary probation.

Reporting

The Student Government Association reports to the Vice President for Enrollment and Student Services,
and the Dean of Students.



